
What  a  Requ ie rn  !
I "o r  h i s to r i ans  to  dcc la rc  t l r a t  l i sscx  \ vas  the  Quecn ' s

lover  is  absuld.  A l l  the facts  r ro in t  to  t l r is  :  that  she hacl
the love of  an imper ious *o*rn for  a  lvayward ch i ld  and
tha t  f a l se  p r i de  on  bo th  s ides  l ed  to  the i r  j o in t  undo ing .
An o ld lady of  s ix ty-eve n though she be a Queen-cannot
in  any sense be a sweethear t  to  a young fe l low of  twenty-
{ rve,  the Uar l  o f  Essex.

Jamcs  o f  Sco t l and  comes  to  thc  Th rone ,  and ,  a t  t he  age
of  for ty- three,  "  NIr .  Francis  "  is  made in to Si r  l " ranc is ,
r ,v i th  a batch of  o ther  kn ights .

' fwo 
years la tcr  he marr ies "  a  rnother 's  ch i ldr t t  some

th i r t y  yea rs  h i s  j un io r ,  namcd  A l i ce  Ba rnharn ,  t he
daugl i ter  o f  a  London Alderrnan.  His  union to  a Com-
moner ind icatcs to  James'  Counsel lors  that  he has
abandoned any poss ib lc  Tudor  Rights  or  Cla i rns to  thc
Cror,vn.

A l l  t h i s  t imc  l t e  i s  kno rvn  as  the  s t ra igh tes t  man  in  the
I {ouse  o f  Comnrons  by  a l l  t hc  F rccho ldc rs  o f  l - ng land .
A t  Ja rncs '  f i r s t  Pa r l i amcn t  hc  i s  re tu rned  by  two  con -
s t i t ucnc ies -a lways  ; l  r a re  honour .  l t  i s  r  s i gna l  t r i bu tc
to  v i r t ue  and  ab i l i t l ' .

r \ t  t l rc  age of  for tv-s ix  he scts  h is  foot  on the f i rs t  rung
of  thc laddcr .  I Ie  is  rnade Sol ic i tor  ( ]cnera l .  I  lc  rap id ly
becomcs Clerk to  thc Star  Chanrber ,  Pres ident  o t '  "  " I 'he

\ , 'erge,"  a  new Cour t  to  deal  wi th  o lTences wi th in  twelvc
mi les of  thc King 's  rcs idencc.  At  f i f ty -onc he is  made
At torncy Clenera l ,  and then,  successive ly ,  Lorc l  Keeper ,
Lord Chancel lor ,  a  Pecr  of  the l {ea lm.

Hc holds the of l rcc of  Lord Kceper  for  t l r ree ycars,  and,
at  the age of  s ix ty  ycars,  he is  crcated \ r iscount  St .  A lban.

Yet  wi th in  three months af ter  receiv ing th is  honour ,
I tng land 's  greatest  Chancel lor  fe l l -a  catast rophe so
surpr is ing ly  drarnat ic  that  i ts  equal  can only  be found in
the ter r i t r le  t ragedies of  a  Shake-speare.

I t  is  a  tangled ta le  of  the t ime in  which decei t ,
hypocr isy and corrupt ion were rampant  at  Cour t - rvhen
I 'ub l ic  Of f ices of  State \ ,vere put  up for  auct ion to  the
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hig l rest  [ r idder- rv l ien the pror . rdest  not r les in  t l re  land
t ren rb lec l  a t  t he  nod  o f  a  ) ' oung  ups ta r t  named  Y i l l i c r s ,  t l r e
I "avour i tc  t . , f  K ing Jatnes,  a f tcr rvards created the Dukc of
I luck ingham.

I i l izabet l r  rvas fnrgal .  Jarnes and l r is  I iavonr i te  lvere
personal ly  wastefu l  : tnd ext ra\ :agant .  To secure rnonies,
they explo i ted cer ta in  t r ; rdcs by crcat ing them ntonopol ie- . ,
us ing nvo r rcn nanrec l  Nl i tchel l  and \  lompesson,  a
brother- in- la ' "v  to  I luck ingham, as the i r  agcnts.  

' [ 'hc l

\ .vere merc i less ly  oppress ive and f i l lcd thc ja i ls  in  Lon5lon
r ,v i t l i  the i r  v ic t i r t rs  rvho hacl  in f r inged the nronopol ies.

In  those  days  O f l i ce rs  o f  t hc  S t : r t e  r ccc i vcd  the i r  i nco r rc
not  f rom t l re  Crorvn bnt  f rom f rce g i f ts  and unf ixcd fees
o f  su i t o rs .  T ,o rd  S t .  A l l , an  was  thc  hcad  o f  t he  Chancery
Court .  

' I 'o  
mainta in th is  vast  o f f i ( 'c ,  r ' r , i th  i ts  army of

servants,  he onlv  received f rom the Crown {8o per
annurn.  I l is  income was der ived f rom sui tors  who were
expected to  makc a g i f t  to  thc Cour t  a f ter  t l rc i r  cases tvere
heard .

' lhe 
Leader  of  the House of  Commons was Si r  Edward

Coke .  I l i s  na tu rc  was  thc  ve ry  an t i t hcs i s  o f  T ,o rd  S t .
A lban 's  in  every rcspect .  Throughoui  l i is  l i fe ,  Coke had
been h is  b i t tcrcst  enemy.  I Ie  u 'as a coarse rnan,  narrorv-
minded,  \ :  cnomous,  n l  ea n-souled an d ut ter ly  u  nsc rupulous.
He had an act ive a l ly ,  a  paid agcnt  nanred Churchi l l ,  a
man whom Lord St .  A l l . tan hacl  d ismissed bccausc of  h is
f rauds on c l ients  us ing the Chancery '  Cour t .

The moment  Par l iament  u 'as ca l led togethcr  to  votc
mon ies  to  the  Crown ,  i t  p rocceded  to  impeach  l l i t chc l l
and  N lompcsson  fo r  t hc i r  ex to r t i ons  on  beha l f  o f  t he  I i i ng
and Buckingham. One f led thc country- .  

' fhe 
othcr  r r ; r .

impr isoned in  the T 'ou 'er .
The  Commons  then  p roceedcd  to  ques t i on  t l r e  l e  c : i i i l - .

o f  t he  \ l onopo l i es  c rea ted  by  the  Crown .  
' I ' he  

K i : s .  r , '
evade  the  d i f f i cu l t l ' ,  exp la ined  t ] ra t  hc  thoughr  l r t , r . , . i  . :
r i gh t  i nhe ren t  so  t o  do  because  o f  t he  adv i ce  o f  : : .  i : ' .
O f f i ce rs - the  "  Rc fe rces  " - x1d  tha t  he  l r rd  1 , c , . r  : : .  . . . . i
by  them.
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' 1 ' he  
Cha i rman  o f  t hc  J ,au 'O lhce rs  was  l , o rd  S t .  A lban .

A t  t hc  vc r ' ) ' n ree t i ng  o f  t he  l l c fe rees  ca l l cc l  t o  t l e ; r l  w i t l i  t h i s
pc , i n t ,  he  l rad  adv i sed  t l r c  C ro rvn  t c l  f o rcgo  a t  l eas t  t he
n los t  hu r t f u l  o f  t l r e  impos ts .  \ \ : hen  t l i e  vo tc  was  take r r
l , o rd  S t .  A lb : rn  : l c tu r l l y  vo tcd  asa ins t  t l r c i r  con t i nu r lncc .
' l ' l r e  rna jo r i t y  r , o t cd  t J r : r t  t i r c  K i r rg  l r : r c i  t hc  i r r l r c r cn t  r i g l r t
1o  i n r l - rosc  t l r c rn .  z \ s  t l r c  l r c l d  o I  t l r c  C< ;unc i l ,  l , o r c l  S t .
z \ l ban  l v f l s  t ec l l n i ca l l v  r cspons i l r l c  f t l r  i t s  dec i s ion .

On  the  cxp lun : r t i o r . r  o f  t i r c  l i i ng -wh ic l r  I r ad  t l r c  c l i r ec t
c f fec t  o f  s l r i f t i ng  t l r c  b l : rn rc  c )n  to  t l r e  s l ro t r l c l c r s  o f  ano the r ,
I r i s  N , l i n i s t c r - - - t l l c  [ [ ousc  o f  Co ln rno l t s  ; l t  oncc  r ) rocecded
to  a t tack  the  l , o rd  Chance l l o r ,  \ \ , ho  r vas  t l r us  p l x6c4  i n  t l r c
fu l sc  pos i t i o r r  o f  c l c f cnd ing  somc t l r i nu  t cc l rn i c : r l l y  l cg ; r l
rv i th  which he pcrsonal ly  c l is ; rgrecc l .

Coke,  an o ld l 'ar l iamcntar ian,  rvc l l  kncrv l rovr  to  d i rcct
thc s torm in  an ; \sscmbly of  f ic ry ,  ine.xprer icr rccc i  I  lern l rers ,
rvho natnra l ly  looker l  t , l  h inr  for  gu idance in  nrc thods of
prr - rcec lurc .  t l is  l ic r - r tcnant  \ \ ' ; ls  S i r  l , ionel  Cranf ic ld ,  ar r
equal ly  t tnscr t t l . tu lo t ls  l l tan wl ro l r : rd  amasscd u 'ca l th  b1 '
sheer  rog l ler . ! ' .  J , ike Cokc ancl  l Iorn1 'gs51;p,  l rc  n ' i rs  re la tcd
to  Ruck ingh l r t t .  L i kc  Cokc ,  l r e  c l csp i scd  l " r l r r c i s  I Jacon ' s
in te l l ec tua l  gcn i r . r s  and  h i s  n ro ra l  up r i *1 r tn " r r .  

' l ' hcse  
men

\ \ ' c r c  reso lu t c ,  na tu ra l l y ,  t o  s i l vc  t l r e i r  bcne fac to r ,
I luck ingharn.  T 'hc1 '  werc c( lu l l ly  detcrur inec l  to  f ind a
scapegoa t  t o  sa t i s f y  t l r e  I l ousc  o f  Courn rons  i n  Lo rd  S t .
A lban .

i \ t  thc i r  suggcst ion comrni t tccs wcre : rppointcc l  to  dcal
i v i t h  t he  ma t t c r  o f  t hc  Crown 's  l ega l  r i g l r t  r o  c rea te  suc l r
rnonopo l i es  and  a i so  to  i r t qu i r c  i r t t o  t hc  l l r use  s  o f  P rocsd l l r .
in  the Cour ts  of  La lv .

Thc  momen t  the  Conrm i t t ces  a re  apPe ip1 . l 1  Coke
shows  h i s  hand .  The  "  subo rned  l n fo r rnc r , "  Church i l l ,
l v l r o  l r as  been  p romisec l  re - i ns ta temen t  i n  t l r e  C l rancc rv
Cour t  i f  he can only  reke L i l  sLr f l ic ient  cv jc lencc rgainst
thc  Lo rd  Chrncc l l J r ,  l ays  : r  f o rmr l  con r1 " , l 1 in t  t ha t  t l r e
Chancel lor  l ras bcen gr- r i l t r .  o f  t ; rk ing l r r ibc 's  rnr l  ps11 '1 ' r t ing
jus t i cc  i n  t he  Chrncc r , r '  I ) i v i s i on .
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The Commit tee reports
Flouse of L,ords who form
collect evidence and also to
prosecutors and judges. At
created.

the two al leged cases to the
themselves in to a t r ibunal  to
try the offender. They act as
once  an  anona lous  pos i t i on  i s

Shocked at  the charges which he knows to be untrue,
Lord St.  Alban's heal th breaks. He takes to his bed, a
sick man. He wri tes the Peers asking them to suspend
jucigment unt i l  he can cal l  h is own witnesses, produce
rebutting evidence, instruct Counscl, unti l he knows the
def in i te charges, is f i t  to at tend to detai ls.  He asks for
permission to cross-examine and the usual  legal  pr iv i leges
attendant on a High Court  act ion.  Though i l l ,  he makes
act ive preparat ion for  the defence, knowing that he has
clean hands and a pure l reart  and can r iddle the charges.

IJnknown to him, the charges accumulate.  There are
fiventv-two in all-expanded to twenty-eight counts.

The l ( ing becomes alarmed. The temper of  the House
of Commons is such t l iat  he knows i f  the Chancel lor  be
acquitted, the House wil l turn on his Favourite-probabll '
himself, with possibly disastrous consequences. Corvard
as he is, he seeks the advice of a cleric named Will iams, who
covets thc Chancel lor 's Off ice.  He and Buckingham urge
the King to ask Lord St.  Alban to abandon his defence,
to plefd "  Gui l ty "  in general  terms, promising him to
extend the Kingly prerogat ive to annul ,  later,  whatever
sentence be passed, by a fu l l  "  Pardon."  Their  advice is
to command Lord St. l lban as the King, if necessar1,, to
submit to his lI'ill and to plead " Cuilty."

The King, fu l l  of  fears of  red ruin and revolut ion,  sees
the Lord Chancellor. He begs and implores him to submit
lest  the Throne be jeopardised. He makes al l  sorts of
specious promises. At last-as King to Servant-he com-
mands him to enter a general  p lea of  "  Gui l ty "  to the
charges.

The Lord Chancel lor  submits-
"  Oh !  From what Power hast thou this Powerful  \ l ight ,

With Insuff ic iency my heart  to sway."

26



are the lvords he wri tes af terwards of  th is interview, | rom
his point  of  v iew, thc King, in his Off icc as King, can do
no wrong. He has, thcre{ore,  no f rec pcrsonal  choice.
The King carr ies his submission of  gui l t  to thc FTouse of
Lords,  wherc i t  is  announccd by t l re Pr incc of  \ \ /a les.  ' [ 'hc

Lords  arc  s tunncd a t  t l re  barc  news.  I ro r  manv minutcs
thcrc is a dcad si lence.

I iut  the Buckingharn-Coke-Cranf ic ld gang, armed
with fore-knowledge, have la id thcir  p lans. 

' I 'hcir  enemi '
is  helplcssly in thc t rap.  Their  f r iends in the Upper FIouse,
to  humi l ia te  h im,  demand tha t  he  p lcads  "  gu i l t y  "  to
earh particular chrtrge.

There is no way of  cscapc. He cannot draw back. I Ie
recei l 'es the dctai ls for  thc l i rst  t i rne.  Hc wri tes "  Gui l ty "
and lcaves his notes on each case.

"  ] ixcusing their  s ins more than their  s ins are,"
is the Sonnet l ine referr ing to his comnrents.  ' I 'hcy are
suff ic ient  to absolve him in the eyes of  poster i ty f rom such
trumped-up charges.

Coke presses that he s l rould be exccuted and talks of
precedents to just i fy such an act .  He is,  however,  f incd,
imprisoned, str ipped of  h is Off ice.  lour Lords wai t  upon
him-thc same named four (contrary to history,  for  there
were only two Lords) ment ioned in the Shakespear ian Play
who wait  on Wolsey-to rel isve him of  the Great Seal .

f )ean Wil l iams gets the Lord Chancel lors l i ip.  I lucking-
ham's cr imes are forgotten unt i l  a latcr  per iod wl ien he is
"  kni fcd "  to the joy of  the nat ion.  Churchi i i  is  re instated
in his of f ice at  the Chancery Court .  Cranf ie ld is given
addi t ional  honours and wrings l ,ord St.  Alban's home out
of  h im to be passed on to Buckingham.

The tr iumph of  evi l  is  complete.
" Truth for ever on the scafiold, Wrong for ever on the

Throne,
Yet that  scaffold sways the future ;  And behind the dim

Unknolvn,
Standeth God within the Shadow, Keeping watch o 'et

all His own."
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T 'he  t ru th  i s .  .  . l , o rd  S t .  A lban  p l caded  gu i l t y  i o
tec l in ica l  care lcssr tcss onlv .  not  to  cr ime :  care lessness on
the par t  o f  h is  servants who l . rd  bought  the i r  f reeholds
from his predecessor and r,v} 'rom he could not dischargc ;
carelessness, too, when lre rvas r lew to the olf ice, his
regis t rars ,  h is  sccretar ies,  h is  c lerks.

ln  thc f i rs t  four  tcr rns)  so heavy werc thc arrcars of  work
through h is  predecessor 's  i l lness,  that  he r ladc no lcss
than 8,798 orders and decrecs,  f rce ing more than 3_; ,ooo
sui tors  f rom the lar .v 's  uncer ta in t ies.

I )espi tc  ever .y  v i r rd ic t ive ef for t  and microscopic  rc-
scarch b l '  h is  encmics,  noth ing could be a i lcged ara inst
h im dur ing the last  nvo years of  h is  admin is t rat ion.  l 'he
errors onlv  occurrer l  wi t l r in  thc f i rs t  twelve months,  dur ing
his  ent r l -  in to a nov o{ f icc ,  whcn he rvas to i l ing at  t } rc
bench and could not  f  roper ly  superv ise h is  subord inatcs-
a pal t rv  twenty- two cases of  technica l  care lessness !  l t  is
an ' raz ing therc should be no more.

Not  a s ing le g i { t  r . r 'as g iven by a su i tor  that  d id  not  pass
in the ord inary way through the Cour t  by Clcrk  or
l {cg is t rar .  Not  one g i f t  is  proved to have perver tcd just ice.

Heprvor th I ) ixon sums up the posi t ion af  ter  exhar . rsr ive ly
going in to each i tem in  these rvords : -

"  Thus af ter  the most  r igorous scrut inv in to h is  of f ic i : r l
acts ,  and the of f ic ia l  acts  of  h is  ser \ /ants ,  not  a  s ing le fce
or  remembrance can by anv fa i r  const ruct ion l ' re  ca l lcd
a br ibe :  not  one was g iven on a promise :  not  one in
secret  :  not  one is  a l leged to hat 'e  corrupted just ice."
Af ter  h is  Fal l ,  h is  enemies were in  porvcr .  Dissat is f ied

sni tors  wcre cncouraged to obta in reversal  o f  h is  judS-
ments.  The fact  emerges that  though there werc rnanv
at tempts to  set  as ide h is  verd ic ts ,  not  one was reverscd.' f hey  

s tand  sound  in  l aw  and  sound  in  fac t ,  Tha t  i n  i t sc l i
is  suf ic icnt  to  acqui t  Francis  Bacon f rom the conrnron
verd ic t  passed by e lementary h is tory  text -books.

A ru ined man soc ia l ly  and pol i t ica l l ,v ,  "  poor  and 1. . : r r : -
less "  f inancia l lv ,  he turns to  h is  l i terary  rvork-h is  dr t .anr
chi ldren.  \ [ ' i th in  f ive t ,e , r rs .  hc turns o l r t  rvork a i ter  r r .c , rk
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o f  | 1 ' 1 -1sg  P l r i l oso I l r y  i i nd  t l u rne r ( )us  scc rc t  vo l t r t nes .  l l e
,  , r r t 1 , i l c5  t l r c  S l r t k c - s1 , . : x1c  l " o l i o .  [ [ c  t ' , r np l c t cs  l r i s

I c rso lu r l  1 )ocn ts  - - "  S lu rkc -s l ) c ; l l ' c ' s  Son t t c t s  t ' - - ; r u r l  i ss t t cs
then r  p r i va tch '  t o  l r i s  "  So11s"  ( "Ad  l " i l i os  " ) .  F l c  l i ves
l r rng  e t rough  to  see  Coke  a  d i sg raced  man-a  i ' i r t t r a l
l ' ' ' r is . ' r rcr  in  l r is  own l ronrc ;  Cranf ic l r l  in  t l rc  

' l 'owcr  
for

su ' i nc l l i ng  t l r e  S t : r t c ;  C l ru rch i l l  aga in  unc l c r  scn tc r r ce  fo r
f r : rudu lcn t  t r i cks ;  T )e r r r r  \ \ ' i l l i an rs  s r r i 1 . ' pcd  o f  t l r c  ( l r c r t

S . ' a l  l r c  covc tc t i .  l - l i s  cnen t i cs  f : r l l  l i k c  ro t t cn  app les .
Onc  o f  l r i s  sc rv ln t s ,  l l r . r s l r c l l ,  l r c fo rc  l r c  d i cc l - - . t ' ca rs

a f  t i ' r  t l r esc  ( ' \ ' en ts_ - l c : r r  cs  t l r i s  r v l i t t ( ' n  c ( ) l r [ css ion  : -
"  I t t t os t  i r i gc t t r t ous l v  t ' on f css  1 l r ; r t  r n t ' s c l f  l r r r d  ( ) t l t c r s

, ' l ' l r i s  s ( : r va l r t s  \ ve r c  l l r c  occ l r s i on  o f  c r l r r r l i r t r - f  l r i s  v i r t r r es
i n to ; r  da rk  cc l i psc  r v l r i c l r  g r i ' - r c s  n l ) ' \ ' c r v  sou l  t ha t  s< r
n r r r t t ' l r l ess  a  l ) cc r  s l ro r r l t l  l r c  l , r . t  I ' r  suc l r  i ns i r t t r a t i ng
ca tc rp i l l a r s .  n ' l r o  i n  l r i s  t , ' , r  n  r ) i l l  u r c  sc ( ) rn ' . 1  t l r e  l cus t
tho t rgh t  o { : r r r v  base ,  t r r tw 'o r t l r l ' o r  i gno l r l c  ac t . "
Aga ins t  a l l  l r r : r nc i s  l i ; r co r t ' s  t ra r l ucc rs  I  s i rnp l t , sc t  onc

rv i tness-e nran who kneu'  h inr - -  e  n l : rn  wl ro wrotc  wl rcr t
t l r e  s l radows  o f  t hb  g ravc  r vc rc  t ' l os ing  upon  h im-a  tn : rn
rvho  r r ' r o t c  t hcsc  u 'o rds  de l i l ; c r ; r t c l t '  :  I IONI iST  t l l i \

. IONSON,  t l r c  l ' l c l i t o r  , r f  t l r c  S l ' , r k c i spc , r r . . '  l r o l i o : - -
"  I Ic  l re t l r  f i l lcd Lt l  n l l  uur t r l , r r . r  ar rc l  pcr iornrec l  that  in

ou r  t on tuc  u . l r i c i r  n l : t r '  l r c  c r )n r } .1vc 'd  o r  p rc fe r red  to
i r r so len t  ( l r c cce  o r  l r aL rgh t l ' l { , , r r t " .  H "  s t unds  as  t l r c  r nu rk
and  acmc  o f  o t r r  l anguagc .  .  ,  I r r  l r i s  ac l r - e r s i t v  I  c r c r
p raved  t l r a t  Ood  rvou l r l  g i r  c  l r i t r  s t t ' c r t g t l r ,  [ o r  . g rc ]a tncss
he  cou ld  no t  wan t  :  Nc i t l t t ' r  t ' o t t l . . l  I  t ' o r r c l r r l e  i n  word
r l r ' sy l l ab l c  f o l  l r i n r  as  kuo 'w ing  n ( ) : t cc i r l cn t  cou ld  do
l ra rm to  t , i r t ue  l ru t  l a the r  l r c l p  1o  n r : r kc  i t  n ran i fes t . "
No tc  the  s ign i f i cancc  o f  t l r cse  \ r ' < , r . t s .  l l c r r  . f  onson  docs

no t  sav 'Lo rd  S t . , ' \ l b : rn  possesscd  v i r t t r cs ,  bu t  t l r a t  he  t c t . r
I '1  Rf  L / l ' - the l iv ine cml . ,o . l imcnt  of  VI  l { ' f t . ' l '1 .

Suc l r  c ron ten lpo ra r . \ ,  t cs t imonv  i s  n ro rc  l l l r , r ab le  t l x t r t
a l l  t l re  rnendacious cu l t rnrn ies of  nrcn 'uv l ro  s lanr l t ' r
g rca tness  t l r ree  l runc l r cd  ) - ca rs  a f te rwurds ,  men  n 'h , r
* ' r i t e  ven ia l l v  no t  kno rv ing  a l l  t l t c  f ac t s ,  men  o f
mec l i oc re  j udgmen t  and  l ess  ab i l i t l ' ,  o r  men  rvho . t '
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only dist inct ion is the cheap notor iety of  publ ic ists
whosc mark has always been thc fa i r ,  the pure,  the
v i r  tn ot t  s.

"  I  was the justest  judge,"  he wr i tes,  "  that  was in
England these last f ifty years. When the book of all
hearts is opened, I  t rust  I  shal l  not  bc found to have
the troubled fountain of a corrupt heart. I know I
have clean hands and a c lean heart .  I  am as innocent
of  br ibes as any born on St.  Innocents '  Day."
He leaves this s igni f icant note of  h is interview with the

King  : -
"  The iaw of  nature teaches me to speak in my orvn

defence. If, however, it is absolutely necessary, the
King's Wi l l  shal l  be obeyed. I  am ready to make an
OBLAf IOIV of  mysel f  to the King in whose hands I
am as ciay tobe made a vessel  of  honour or dishonour."
Tl ie reader can hear in th is passage the echo in the

Canopy Sonnet,  I  i6 (CXXV),
" And take thou mv Oblati ltt, poor lrut free. . .

\\Ihich is not mixed rvith seconds. . .
But mutual  render,  only me for thee. . . "

In Ben Jonson's eulogy-found in his note-book after
lris decease-he specifically declares that l-rancii Bacon is
HE that hatb fi i ted up ;lt I\UIzIBERS. This directly
meant versi f icat ion in El izabethan days, sonnet,  madrigal ,
blank verse, even cyplier numbers. He uses exactly the
same phrase that he appl 'ed to "  Shake-speare "  when he
edited the Great Folio of Plarrs. I{e is simply tell irrg
posterity-in his note-book significantly entit le d
" Discoveries "-*by his privately written record, th:rt
Francis Racon is "  Shakc-speare."

The Latin eulogies published after his death prove
conclusivelythat many scholars of the period regarded him
as the greatest  poet of  a l l  t ime. They prove that when he
\1'rote to his friend Davies admitting that ]re lvas a
" concealed poet,"  i t  was rvel l  known among the disciples
of the Rosicrosse and Nlasonry that he was not oniy a Poet
but regarded as a martyr  for  h is King and connected w' i th
the Tudor Rose.
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rl l ff iStnrr'""

One wri tcr  cal ls Jr inr  "  f 'hou goocl  martyr ,  t ro sad fate
hath ever bcen saddcr whcn thou fel lest  bencath the dire
cloak of  anothcr."  The Rector of  King's Col lege says:
"  Hc wrote stor ics of  T,ovc rnorc rcf ined which st i l l  do
interpret  Grcat Bacon's \ luse with a v igour choiccr by
far than the Nine NIuses fablcd in story."

"  To his magical  f ingers rang out thc lyre str ings ;
learning, too,  t l r r i l led at  h is touch. Oh, thou l ' rarren
T'r ibunal  ( thc I {ouse of  Lords) t } rat  robbed the Famed of
i ts Greatness,"  is  the tcst imony of  one wri ter .  Anothcr
declarcs :  "  None rvho survivc hin can marry so sweet ly
Themis the Goddcss of  Law to Pal las thc Goddess of
Wisdom.  . . \ l ou rn ,  then ,  yc  \ l uses . "

R.C. of  " f r in i ty Col lcge wri tes :  "  Thou wcrt  born of
Nl inerva !  Nluses, now por l r  for t ] r  yoi l r  $ 'aters in loud
lamentat ions perennial  !  T 'hou the nervc ccntre of
genius and thc jcrvel  most precious of  let ters conccaled."

I {obcrt  Ashlev of  the \ l iddlc Temple says: "  I )ar t  of
thy works t ru ly l ie bur ied."  Anothcr wr i tcr  has a
re ference to  the  Rose o f  Tudor :  "  In  th l '  page Nob le
IJacon unite thy 'fzao Roset."

I Ie is l 'ar iously cal led the "  NIaster of  l ra l l lc ,"  "  the
Nob lc  Day Star  o f  t l i e  N i [usesr t " ' the ' I -cn t ] r  N luse , "  "  the
Learned Apol lo,"  the "  Leader of  the Great Rand of
Nluses,"  and "  I thoebust own Chorister."

Onc lvr i tcs :  "  Thou madcst the NIuses Immortal . "
"  IJacon the King of  the Nl t tses,"  dcclares Thomas
Randolph of  Tr in i ty Col lege.

A very cnigrnat ical  ut tcrance is otre b1'  Henry Oakly :
" Ife is gone. The word sufl ices fol our grief : That he is
dead we say not."

These Lat in eulogies are \ rery lo lunr inous and are
packed with classical allusions. Tti t l-re eternal discredit of
orthodox Scholarship and popular Biographers of  the
N' lacaulay-Church School ,  they are suppressed and the
ordinary student of  the El izabethan Era is total ly unaware
of their  existcnce. ' l 'hey reveal  an uncxpected angle of
v is ion into Francis Bacon's Li fe,  Character and Li terary
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Work.  
' Ihey 

test i fy  that  h is  contcmporar ies knerv that
lre rvrs a Great Poet, tbe I/ ict im of a despicable plot.

Haro ld Bayley,  in  "  The Shake-speare Symphony,"
says : -

"  Thc imprcss ion created br .  thcse l , )u log ies and other
contemporary a l lus ions to  I l ' ranc is  IJacon is  that  the
wr i ters  werc possessecl  o f  sonre nomentous sccret  which
they were eager  to  i rnpar t ,  l tu t  were vowed not  tc)
revea l . "

N I r .  Ba1 ' l cv ' s  j uc lgn rc r r t  i s  p ro found ly  accu ra tc .  I  f  c
wrote w' iser  than l rc  knen, .  

' ] 'he 
rvr i ters  were s imply  loyal

to  l - ranc is  Racorr 's  last  Iequest  in  "  S l rakc-spcare 's
Sonnets. "  Thcy rvcrc p ledged by enfo lded messages on
the  pcna l  s ign  o f  t hc ' I ' h i rd  f ) cg rec  i n  \ l ason rv  no t  t o
reveal  h is  l l i r th ,  L i fe  and Death Sccrets  unt i l  "  soure t i rne
bc  pas t . . . "  un t i l  h i s  Sec re ts  cou ld  sa fc l l ,  bc  rnade  kno r , vn
to  ano t l r c r  gene  ra t i on  w i thou t  de t r i r ncn t  t o  o the  r
i nd i v idua ls  o r  t o  t he  S ta te .

Ye t ,  as  I  have  sa id ,  F ranc i s  l l acon  nevc r  l v ro te  any
poe t r ,v  openly  save one or  two t rans lat ions of  thc l tsa lms.
I }eyond tcn s l ror t  l t issa l :s ,  he never  r ryrote anyth ing over
h is  own name unt i l  l re  was for tv  ycars of  age-"  The
r \dvancement  of  Learn ing,"  the f i t * t ! r . r t  work"of  Engl ish
prose to  be wr i t tcn in  the l ln tuagc apar t  f rom Hooker 's
"  Ecc les iast ica l  I 'o l i ty ' . "

l s  i t  r easona l r l e  t o  suppose  t l r a t  t l r i s  g rea t  ge  n ius  ncve  r
c rca tcd  a  s ing le  work  fo r  pub l i ca t i on  un t i l  l a te  i n  m idd le
l i f e  I  Can  we  c rcd i t  t h : r t  t hcsc  La t i n  Scho la rs  d id  no t
k t row what  they rvere ta lk ing abont  when the, r '  associatc
h im so pointedly  wi th  thc N, luse of  Poetry  t  Did not  l len

Jonson,  t l rc  poct  Laureate,  knorv the prec ise nrcaning of
the rvord "  NUrr , rBrRS "  wl ien hc appl ied i t  w i th  sLrch deadl r
s ign i f i cancc  to  the  l i t e ra ry  work  o f  S i r  F ranc i s  Racon  :
\ \ ' ho  a re  n ios t  i i kc l y  t o  know the  tn r th  o f  t he  E l i z .abe t l i r n
I i ra  :  Scholar l ,v  rv i tne sscs,  cognisant  o f  h is  l i terarr -  i  n i
pe rsona l  sec re ts ,  l l asons  and  I l os i c ruc ians ,  o r  n r , , . l ,  : l
t ex tua l  c r i t i cs  ( l )  o f  t he  "  un ins t ruc ted  wor ld  "  :
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- fhere 
is  <-rn ly  onc poss ib lc  ans lvcr  to  such a c lucst ion.

Yet  nrcn l ike Si r  S ic lney Lec,  Prof .  Nichol l ,  Dcan
Church  and  J .  \ 1 .  I { obc r t son ,  sav  tha t  F ranc i s  Racon  was
not  a poet ,  rvhen h is  very prose bubbles over  wi th  the
poe t i c  sp i r i t .  1 t  rnakcs  o rd ina ry  common-sense  s tand
ael iast  a t  such L l t ter  foo l ishness !-  

-Quch modern is ts  wrap Truth wi th  the dark c louds of
Error  ;  facts  are d is tor tcd and madc t r :  f i t  ;  anc l  they t radc
on our  lack of  knor ,v ledge- largel1 ' ,  I  fear ,  for  personal ,
soc ia l  and f i  nancia l  reasons-rcgard ing the Tudor  and
Stua r t  e ra .  I ns teac l  o f  en l i gh ten ing  thc  pub l i c  on  v i t a l l y
cssent ia l  c i rcumstanccs,  t l . lesc arc e i thcr  shelved,  ignored
or  misshapen.  And i t  is  le f t  largely  to  amateurs to  s i f t
the fa lse f rom the t rue.

No pen can adequatc ly  por t ray the pathos of  the c los ing
ycars of  I r ranc is  l lacon 's  l i fe .  Think of  thc s t rugglcs of
the o ld man-weary,  worn,  sad,  ru ined.  His  income
stopped,  h is  crcd i tors  press ing h i rn-conscious that  he
stands before the bar  of  postcr i ty  : ls  a  convic t rd cr i rn ina l .
Does  hc  wh impcr  o r  r vh ine  I  Nc i the r  !  I I c  bcnds  a l l  h i s
energ ies for  a  f ina l  spur t .  I Ie  has lost  much r .v i t l - r  t ime
t i ia t  he would fa in  recover  ages l iencc.  Under  the greatest
d i f f i  cu l t ies l ic  por l rs  out  work af  ter  work-works of
Phi losophy openly ,  the Grcat  S l iakespcar ian Foi icr
secrct ly .  FIe wi l l  not  a l low the reputat ion of  "  Shake-
spearc "  to  bc tarn ished by h is  personal  d isgracc.

Thcn he publ ishe;  h is  l i t t le  book of  pcrsonal  Sonnets-
the kcy to  the grcatest  l i terary  problem of  a l l  t ime.  I t
is  "  on l ie  so ld to  l l ro thers. "  Hc knows that  some dry
t l rc  l {cve lat ion of  h is  Personal i ty  wi l l  be rnade mani fest .

They arc publ ished on the cheapest  ( for t  v i la in  papicr )
paper .  I {e  i s  a t  h is  las t  gasp.  .  .
F ranc is  Bacon  s t i l l . . .

IJut  Francis IJacon is

L is ten  to  the  o ld  man. . . in  t l te  sc re  and ye l low lea f ,
smothercd beneath the rot ten smoke of  base, contagious
clouds, playing the c losing notes on the Great Organ of
Li fe.  ,  .  music beyond the music of  v io ls sobbing to a c lose
ador,vn the corridors of Tirne.
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"  This t ime of  year thou mayst in me behold
When yel low leavcs, or none, or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against  the cold,
Bare ruin 'd choirs whcre late the sweet birds sang. .  . "

Can you read these l ines unmoved i  Does not the
lump come into the throat- the tear into the eye-al l
unbidden ?

And unless wc are grcat ly mistaken, th is brokcn gcnius,
our Francis,  our Shake-spcarc,  was ent i t led to wear t l te
English Crorvn.

There are four contradictory accounts of  h is death.
There is no accou nt  of  h is funcral .  Whether he real ly
died on Easter Sunday, r626, or whether he simply died
to the wor ld which had used him so i l l ,  going into secrct
cx i le  l i ke  an  Eremi te ,  we do  no t  know.

Ring down the curtain !  In the thcatre of  a man's l i fe,
only God and the angels are the pr iv i legcd spcctators.

Let me commend I  o you that wonderful ly 'svmL.rol ic poenl
which Lee and I lobertson do not understand-the last
poem that Shake-speare wrote,  in a r .o lumc publ ishcd by
the Rosicrosse Socicty ent i t led "  Love's Nlartyr ,"  which
simply means the. Poet 's N{artyr .  The lcading rvr i ters of
the age contr ibuted to th is book of  poems. The pocm
contr ibuted by Shake-speare lvas ent i t led "  The Phcenix
and the Turt le."  I t  t1,pi f ies t l re sel f - immolat ion,  death
and returrectiort of a I>oet It contains tire prophetic
suggest ion that af ter  the black crow of  s lander has gone
among the generat ions of  men for three hundred years
the Poet wi l l  r ise once more rer.eal ing his personal i ty to
i r is  countr) ,mcn. The same suggest ion is to be found in
F'rancis Bacon's \,Vil l . . ." -y A'AhIE to minc own
countrymen af ter  some t ime be past."

In ancient mythology the crow was regarded as the
syntbol  of  longevi ty,  i ts  age being reckoned at  three
hundred years according to Pl iny.  L isten :
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"  And thou t reb le-dated Crow,
' I 'hat  

thy sable gcnder  nrak 's t ,
\ \ ' i th  the brcath rhou g iv 's t  and tak 's t ,
' l longst  *orr r  mourners shal t  thou go. t t

In  those four  l ines can be secn wi th  imaginat ive eye the
generat ions of  men and women who p lay the i r  l i t t le  par ts
on the s tage of  l i fc  ;  the breath of  b i r th  ;  the s t i l lness o l
dea t i r . . . vu iga r  scanda l  c i r c l i ng  round  the  Poe t ' s  name
for  three hundred years.  .  .

The poern,  which is  the quintessence of  P latonic
philosophy, tel ls of two birds who sacrif ice themselves
voluntar i ly  that  a  nobler  creat ion may ar ise f rorn the i r
ashes u l t imate ly .

The Phcenix  represents the creat ive,  poet ic  impulse ;
the Tur t le ,  the phys ica l  form of  the exter ior ,  menta l  man.
The  two  a re  ONE.

"  Hear t s  remote ,  ye t  no t  asnnder .  . .
I ' l i ther  was the other 's  mine.  .  .
And between them LOVE did sh ine.  .  .
Reason in  i tse l f  confounded,
Saw diaision grow together
'f i l l  

i t  cr ied, '  How true a twain
Seemeth  th i s  conco rdan t  OND. " '

The re  yoL r  gc t  t he  ou tc r  mean ing  o f  t he  poem.  .  .  F ranc i s
I lacon t l re  creat ivc ar t is t  and Francis  Racon the man of
t l ie  w,or ld .  l leh ind that  aspect  is  the deep Platonic
s ign i f icance of  Shadow and l {ea l i ty .

The ashes of  the twain- in  the poem-story-are p laced
in  a  Funera l  U rn . . .  And  the  L l rn  i s  a  sym l . ,o l  f o r  some-
thinp else, . .

Wha t  i s  t he  Urn  i

The Sonnets of Shake-r?earc.

Thel '  conta in the ashes of  a  dead reputat ion.  .  .  o f  a  dead
personal i tv .  

' I 'hey 
have la in  h idden for  thrce hundred

years.

* "  Our l \ lonrrrers "  . : the l losicrossc anr, l  Xlasotr ic Brrt therhoods.
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